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We read, with interest, the article in press with
corrected proof, available online 16 June 2005,
entitled ‘‘Prevalence of tuberculosis in small
pulmonary nodule obtained by video-assisted thor-
acoscopic surgery’’ by Hosaka et al.1 The authors
reported one case of lung tuberculosis (0.96%) out
of 103 lung lesions obtained by video-assisted
thoracoscopic surgery.1 We had a serious concern
about their incorrect reference to Langerhans-type
giant cell throughout the article. Theodor Langhans
(1839–1915) is often mixed up with Paul Langerhans
(1847–1888).2 Langhans’ paper on multinucleated
giant cells in tuberculoid granulation tissue ap-
peared in 1868, in the same year, in the same
journal Virchow’s Archives, as did Langerhans’
paper on the dendritic cells in the epidermis.2,3
The Langerhans’ giant cell refers to the dentritic
antigen-processing cell of the Langerhans’ cell
histiocytosis,4 formerly known as eosinophilic gran-ee front matter & 2006 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserve
med.2006.01.029uloma, and it helps to recall the ‘‘e’’ in both
Langerhans and eosinophilic granuloma.5References
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